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Home-grown sustainability 
work in the Bay 

Hawke's Bay has some businesses 

and organisations doing good 

things in the sustainability space. 

Our work at 3R Group means I've 

interacted with a fair number of 

them over the years. 

The list below has some notable 

examples which have impressed 

me over the years, but I'm sure 

there are many others doing 

equally great work; I don't 

claim to know about everyone 

championing sustainability in 

their areas of work. 

I hope these will serve to inspire 

businesses and organisations in 

the Bay. 

Nourished for Nil and The Food 

Basket 

We're lucky to have two well-estab

lished food rescue organisations 

running in the region - Nourished for 

Nil in Hastings and Napier, and The 

Food Basket in Waipukurau. 

Both were founded in 2017 and 

receive food donations from local 

supermarkets, restaurants, cafes, and 

producers which they distribute for 

free to the community. Combined, 

they have rescued thousands of 

tonnes of food. 

This not only gets usable food 

onto peoples' tables but reduces 

greenhouse gas emissions as organic 

waste creates methane when it breaks 

down in landfill. 

While the underlying focus is simply 

to prevent usable food going to 

landfill, the organisations have helped 

many people and families experi

encing challenging times to access 

nutritious groceries. 

Nourished for Nil has taken their 

work a few steps further, having 
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merged with the Hastings and Napier 

food banks in 2022. After Cyclone 

Gabrielle their depots played a crucial 

role, receiving and boxing up food 

parcels for distribution to the hardest 

hit communities. 

This year also saw them open a 

social supermarket. "Although, people 

can only access the store by agen-

cy referral at this stage, we're very 

proud to be able to provide additional 

support on top of our food depots. It 

is a significant step towards reducing 

food waste and improving access to 

nourishing food for local communi

ties," says Nourished by Nil founder, 

Christina McBeth. 

Theirs is an example of sustainabili

ty having a dual impact - environmen

tal and social. 

Hawk Group 

Ever wonder where all the paper and 

cardboard you put out for recycling 

ends up? As it turns out if you live in 

Napier or Hastings, it doesn't go far, 

landing at Hawk's processing facility 

inWhakatO. 

There it goes through a sorting and 

pulping process before being turned 

into brand new, moulded fibre (a soft 

version of cardboard) trays for pack

ing and transporting fruit. These are 

all made from 100% recycled material, 

can be recycled again, and are an 

example of the circular economy in 

action, right here in the Bay. 

Hawk's pulping system means they 

can accept more cardboard and paper 

than other processors because they 

can take things like greasy pizza box

es. In other regions this material must 

be clean, but thanks to Hawk, more 

paper and cardboard from the Bay can 

be recycled and less is wasted. 

Still, don't throw your cheese-en

crusted cardboard in the recycling. 

Spare a thought for the crews col

lecting this material, and keep your 

Ever wonder where all the 

paper and cardboard you put 

out for recycling ends up? As 

it turns out if you live in Napier 

or Hastings, it doesn't go far, 

landing at Hawk's processing 

facility in WhakatO. 

recycling as clean possible. 

Hawk says the location of its factory 

was also chosen with sustainability in 

mind - right in the centre of the coun

try's largest apple growing region. This 

means shorter transport distances 

for their trays to the growers, and less 

emissions as a result. 

Stewart Group 

Our financial advisor neighbours across 

Karamu Road North in Hastings are the 

founders of the Te Rehe Solar Network, 

the first private peer-to-peer energy 

network of its kind in New Zealand. 

The network was created as a result 

of Stewart Group working to reduce 

their reliance on the national power grid 

by installing a 44kw per hour solar array 

on their building. For comparison, the 

average household consumes around 

22kw a day. 

In April 2022 the network officially 

kicked off as a non-profit. community 

network of environmentally focused 

members. It has since grown to 80 

members, made up of both solar ener

gy generators and users - businesses 

and households. 

At the Stewart Group building the so

lar panels power the offices as welf as 

charge their EV fleet on weekdays, with 

any excess energy going into the solar 

network. Come the weekend or public 

holidays, almost all the solar energy 

goes back into the solar network. 

The EV chargers are also made avail-
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